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Bustard Updat e

At t iwnd twdndh,ave confirmed over 30 nest sites, w
single year since the start of the project. Th
(acquired |l ast year t hirow@heatrfi Trmnadsltregarfd o@r & rmikeo Ermr
AONB), an improved understanding of nesting pat

from Spain.

Mal e and female Great Bust arSdse pohne nt hDeo dRle s e

The main period of the |l ek is now over, althoug
females who at this point in the year wil/ be b
finding nests into Buégti veought ouseaurpmi s & thaeg e
silage cut, l i kely starting in | ate June.

A male with a blue (2017) ring appeaBsotbehawgka
making appearances, including PuW®Wrsplod S a(rd 00 7)u,n e
are increasinglythbheingdobsyservethobhgbktihere are s
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The Return of Re

Most of omuat wbsilmydilsynadr ewi | | avoi dhawewmsr ofvehbamaa
ringed (2019) female closi g twerwi talbile $@mrefado
project’'s bridge camera, clearly shown here as

Red 75 on cultivated ground at the Eas

Red 75 is among the birds known to have frequen
She is one of three different birds known to ha
Wantage. 2024 is the hirétedeberi bawhi ah wbhehao
is a familiar sight in OxfordshierBer danwle btshietree. ar
most of these sightings are duringSwWmmees. r eWhe
mystery for now
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Reports of a Great Bustard in the vicinity
The sightings are marked by the bl ue
Of interest, a single cold egg was found abando
on the off chance that it woul d hatch. The shel
woul d

nor mal | y exupepcrti steaq stehee. e glgo hoautrc h e d

and t|
reared cohort. Given the

position of the nest i

The unusual pal e bl ue egg raehcaonvdeorreedd .f r om



Droni ng On

Oudr onehda® admetearc hMarmdyay twedtrhelrayperTnhiet triunng up t o
cuwatshe most pressuredeper bedmotnet expwhirabh owg a

t hevide no ot her recent evidence for nestamcge The
sufficient |ight is availabl e fbecerf oare dphtei csailn dh
fiel ddsnfortunately, sunrise is now around 0450hr

Sunrise drdnikmeg.f elaiteartei lils actually a g

We have sev
sorties. I
eased the b
consider th

en new drone pilots who
n addition, W ltshire Wi
ur dveen hadplewsvs airsd twi Idlepl oy our new pi
e purchase of a second drone in orde

have recr

we
|l dl i fe Trust

Paul and Bumtyedaiwhyg and hel ped us out f



Droning around 0800hrs, in this instance gel

Theérone effort has been a significant success t
since the project started over 20 years ago. C
silage fields dsertvo nlge tmewh i fehws phe nesting
Most of our exploratory flights adjacent to kno
been lucky in a smal.l number of instances in fi
nesting taking pl aeeée [f,whindh wiig | exheil tpi i@cafs ftut L
found nesting on a fiel d hwhcebarud dt h en dli acsatt er e choer o ¢
previously abandoned nesting zone or that we ha
We have successfully mitigat =3 us
cannot afford to be compl ace; S o
of silage wberpr eaei bavseevi de! and
which had not been drone seal el y
was alert, @piocidealed healbli & d

the remainder of the field.

A female amongst freshly mown silage.
A nearrun thing!



Ground Searchi ng

Whil st the
t

cropping
mi ssing a

drone is an excellent tool, It still
he angle of the sensor must be near p
t her male hdoetpsl pooyte.d oWer tnheewleyf or ecr ui t ed

this year. A very Il arge field at Compton, which
by a slack handf ul of our staff ,h grwaatse fcuolmptloe ttehdo
up time to support.
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David marking a prior to tranepmbeatisni mg
n n

ding nesting trends and ¢

A valiant trio (David, Steve and Siobhan) retur
onto a known nest site with-ttahlekiaes.si st an



Egg Runs & | ncub

Whil st we would nor maliltwe ggefferomosilleaye Mmiesltds
i ncubation at Cotswold W lIdlife Park. Similarly
al so been reegogweulkd, obbet Wese have been abandon
The eggs were recovered (underteDBFRAIINI @aensghtft
i mmedi ately precedihng trhea ufiirredt sshigli ddeee taowtiCe t 5 w
Park, with the eggs inside a travel incubator.

LefA chick hatching out
Ri gétuy hol ding a newly hatched chick, about

Al t hough the eggs weeaac hc odtlheecrt,e dt hwel thha tnc hdianygs dodf
some had been in position for a couple of weeks
necessitated several separate journeys tot coiltle



Hand Reari ng

At time of writing, we have 2T7he esewleyd forduisctikestdeo
bi-fldd for seversalvewgreka.bouThiismtensive for us, r
are sFoaltlunately, this cohowtewkermperalold, havtha ltdrd m
intensive period of bill feeding wildl not be pr

Newly arrived chicks at the proje

Al ongside the task of physically feeding the <c¢ch
astroturf within the rearin@Wgefarcelveyyregutanay
dedi cated volunteers sacrificing time to ensure

r thke chicks. A
he rearing effor
s with | ocal | an

Andy cleaning up afte
al | goes well with t
Aut umn. We are in discussion

accumul at ed etls aseel edchtatt heas best breeding

Assuming

~ ot



The chicks are moved outsideibgrements.

Natural Rearing

It has been a wet spring and nestthpgsseewms| ebt &
press,toD&vitdhi s of aakf emapbeowibt h .chiClki okug arne td

to Bpothe swilid is great to have had a cl ear vi e
chicks for a few days now, so it is great to ge
suspect oOkRieok fratoa we d | conti nue eoot inmoghinmorre ima thu

Arcntly sight chick with its m

c hi t he7 phaylontdédds tkied gyl yt,0 tbhee 5mot her
neither wing tag (Russian sour cevhallii rwees )arcer olbeg
t nly a second generation wild reare



Wi ltshire W I dli

We have had very positive interacti dmswi W@ nWihl t
hosted a visit from Joanna Lewasd Aheér dwubBoosen
Chief of Nature Recagverayt ol seeantedesTr uant tthaek iGr
which of course hol dshiastsprex i and pillacrrogma MWWy .t sh

i

SIDBURY HILL REDHORN =
PIGLEAZE CHIRTON _§#Y

Separately, we have al sosuppdr Wi hgsbureewrl gl mbe
weekl|l yAbasei a, Andy, Jonny and Rosie from Wi ltsh
and have since supported Thursday morning droni
opportunity to assist thaicbsbase gkneggseflr amgs
ent husiasm for the work of GBG within the Trust

We | ook forward to continued cooperation and fu
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Jon (WSBRC) and Charles (GBG) discuss t

We hope by the end of the summer to have a fulll
we can use in the cfoinevledch,t iiomad o Mmmoenri tt owii thlg a@auwrd dr

Visits to the project site at Compton have cont
yearduring whic we al-Bioddhoses iacnsg, mehind mga gdiol
this season. I is perhaps easy to overlook th
nest detecti on, resicset memdvireiars ngr ogHamwetveat i b

project and without which we couel d& preccti eesf.f ect i v

r
h
t



BRSNS

A group vVvisit from the Christchurch Har

A massive thanks
gaps or assist wi
and aside from th
influence far and wi

t o our rceogvuelrar
oup Vvisits thi
fit for the pr
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Fi xing and Makin

Site maintenance continues meanwhil e. Al t hough
nesting season, there is still a myriad of mino
ouvrol ust aéf

Adrian and Trevor doing their best Blue Peter impersonation, apparently making cardboard trays for egg
transit

Lefni xes a persistent niggle in a La



Land Rover Tr al n

We are fortunate in having an influx of newl-y r
including droning, VvisitsHowdht&dk, requi mgmamid o0
i's universal. Paul Carter of SalisbuoydPdrmiiwni A-¢
foll owing the success of | ast year’'s session.

GBG staffstumdetri on tackle a slippery

Ten of our staff underwent-rbadidirng,j nbuialhdi mgr
tutelage.prdwe shisploluy dbenefi cial once driving ¢



The Land Rover traifmiomg S@aa d rsd.sr ywcPedhltla ie@a rhtxetrh e h
GBG veterans we have severatemperevd ffacrewarertehi
project
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nNot her BQaolt@Gh nfdo r

We are pleasethote seBpoessybBor Ghewnt dusbiastdi IGl e,
highly commendabl e gol d awaprdidt Ctohmpeltntteromataina
the Gin Guide Awards 2024.cen®Gir ¢gatcChBawsntesdredd *Gi nS uw
Brunch progr amme.

Hugh from Downton Distillery holding a freshly
Downton Distillery very generously donate £10 f
conservation of the species. | f you ar é@iisntidrl &
herwww. downt ondistillery. com

Anot her splendi d c-ahretroeo nc eflreobmm aAtlienxgy CGruemgpt Bust a


http://www.downtondistillery.com/

Bustard of t he N

This month’s feature Bustard is the Bl ack Bell
This splendid Bustard is another African specie
continent south of the Sahel, albeit absent fro
fields and tall grassl and.

The black colouring from which the species take
much more subtly coloured.

When displaying, the male wil!/ arch his head to
forward his head to make a clicking or plopping

Al t hough the overall number of the sp
Il classified as a species of

i s st

A Bl ack

Bellied

Bustard in Sof al a,
Source: Zak PohlwabsBteds of the Wc

you’ve made it this far throuydurt hreommavls | edrt
upi ed el sewher e. David will soon be back at

nks as ever for your support,

Tl £

Tim Edwar ds



