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DURSLEY BIRDWATCHING

AND PRESERVATION SOCIETY
JULY 2025

[CHIT CHAT FROM THE CHAIR

1

I recently had the pleasure of accompanying a young couple, one of who was visually

impaired, on a walk to listen for bird song. One could not see the birds in detail, just a grey blur

but as is often the case other senses increase. They wanted to learn the songs and calls of the
birds around them so that they could both share in the delights of nature.

It has made me think about how we use, or not, our own senses when we're out and about bird

watching or just walking. Sight and hearing are the dominant ones but we're all different, some

have terrific eyesight, some acute hearing which we're probably all guilty of taking for granted. A

lot of the time we rely heavily on sound to locate birds especially at this time of year when the

trees are in full leaf, whilst in the winter and spring when the frees are bare it is

easier to locate things visually.

What about those other senses - smell, taste and touch. Can you remember when you last

took a deep breath and consciously acknowledged the smell of pine trees or as I am typing this the
smell of Lime blossom or the rotting leaf litter in autumn? How about the subtle smell of coconut

as you pass by some Gorse. Using the taste sense when out foraging for young Wild

Garlic leaves or a few tender Hawthorn leaves and a bit later the flowers to add extra flavour to a

salad? Everyone has almost certainly grazed on delicious Blackberries when out walking in the
autumn. Touch like sight and hearing is one that's often over looked, the smooth bark of a Beech

tree or the rugged bark of an Oak, the heat and grittiness of a dry stone wall as you steady

yourself when climbing a stile and the simple act of trailing a hand through long grasses. All these

simple acts keep us in touch with our surroundings, our roots and nature.

Having spent a bit of time with that couple has served as a

reminder, which we all need from time to time, to not take these senses

for granted, instead appreciate the sensations that come with them.

Bird of the Month - I have opted for the White Tailed Eagle

- Haliaeetus albicilla,

the UK's largest bird is amber listed but is

making something of a comeback, particularly in the south of England
with the help of Forestry England and the Roy Dennis Wildlife

Foundation.
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| [FORTHCOMING TRIPS - Please contact Simon to book }

Frampton in Summer Leader: Nick Goatman
Sunday 13th July

. Our ever popular series of local walks at local hotspot Frampton, continues led by patch expert

Nick Goatman. We'll be looking for the special birds and other wildlife of this area. Meet at
08.30 in the small car park which is situated near the bottom of the green at Frampton-on-
Severn, on the track towards the sailing lake.

Somerset Levels Leader: Simon Ashley

Sunday 27th July

Meet at Grey Lake at 10:30am - We'll visit Grey Lake and Ham Wall with possible visit to
Westhay.

Arne Leader: Simon Ashley

" Sunday 10th August - Further details to follow

Heathland extravaganza to see birds of Arne and Pool Harbour

Chipping Sodbury Common Leader: Mike Tranter

Sunday 31st August - Further details to follow
We'll be looking for migrants such as Whinchat and the possibility of Wryneck

Proposed Residential Trip - Friday 26th - Monday 29th September

Our residential trip this year is a new destination for our club. We're going to be heading to Kent
in September. Kent has a wealth of birding hotspots and our timing is designed to coincide with
autumn migration as birds make their way South from Northern breeding grounds towards Europe
and beyond.

We've blocked booked 5 rooms in the Sandwich Bay bird observatory (4 twin rooms and one single.
So room for 9 members - travelling via 3 cars. Costs are roughly £40.00 per person for
accommodation plus a share of petrol and food.

There are some absolutely brilliant birding places in Kent and we should visit quite a few. To the
North of our accommodation there are the fantastic Oare Marshes. Then there is of course,
Sandwich and Pegwell bays. South of us Dungeness with National Nature reserves and another
bird observatory.

Simon went to Kent around the same fime last year and managed 129 species in 3 days. It's a
great place. As an extra bonus there is a one day migration festival organised for the Sunday of
the weekend we are there. So we'll be in the right place at absolutely the right time

To sign up please let us know by mid June if you're interested. If we get more than 9 members
going that require accommodation then we'll either run a ballot or try and find additional

places to stay.. Contact Simon: via email simonashley65@gmail.com or via WhatsApp

XXXk Xkkkkkx
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, RSPB Otmoor Report from: Simon Ashley '
v Sunday 8th June b
v We were seven for this trip and arrived bright and early around 9:00 am. Otmoor has been a /;:‘\

" regular part of our calendar; it's a large wetland area run by the RSPB and once upon a time was an
\excellent place to see Turtle Doves. Like so many other places, they're no longer routinely present
V- asad reflection on the conservation status of this charming bird. A

\d There's still plenty to see, and the car park proved an excellent place o start, with a Cuckoo
announcing its presence as soon as we opened our car doors. We could also hear a Chiffchaff, and |
V" a scan of the trees soon revealed the singing male. An early June visit means lots of fledgling
" birds, and as we walked through the scrub-dominated entrance fields, we were able o see several *
o family groups of Tits and common Whitethroat. 5

Vv Out on the reserve proper, there was quite a stiff breeze, which turned the reeds into
v challenging perches for the Sedge and Reed Warblers. Our route was around the perimeter of the
" reserve, and the hides and screens don't appear until quite a distance into the walk. As you would *
v expect, the most interesting birds were the furthest away! A

v At the first screen, we were able to add the Ruddy Duck. A single female had been present
v for several days. As you may know, this is an invasive species and is subject to a 'seek and
" destroy' mission by DEFRA. There are believed to be only a handful or so of them left, so
1 depending on your point of view, we were lucky to see one. Personally, T hope they survive the cull.

v (Please direct your complaints to the editor ). &5 [ED: or maybe to the author! ] A

v Moving further into the reserve to the second screen, we were able to see some slightly less 4
" controversial birds, the pick of which were probably the three views of Bittern - two in flight and
v a third swimming (I think that's a first for me). There was a great supporting cast of Marsh
Harriers, Common Terns, and at least one other Cuckoo. A great day out with 49 species seen. *

-
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., Bird List: Bittern, Blackbird, Blackcap, Blue Tit, Buzzard, Canada Goose, Cattle Egret, Cetti@ Warbler, Chaffinch, Chiffchaff,
W Coot, Crow, Cuckoo, Curlew, Gadwall, Garden Warbler, Goldfinch, Great Crested Grebe, Great Tit, Great White Egret, /i
v Greylag Goose, Lesser Black-backed Gull, Lesser Whitethroat, Little Egret, Long-tailed Tit, Marsh Harrier, Moorhen,

I,
I /N

s Oystercatcher, Pochard, Red Kite, Red-legged Partridge, Reed Bunting, Reed Warbler, Robin, Ruddy Duck, Sedge Warbler,

g Shoveler. Skylark, Song Thrush, Starling, Swallow, Swift, Tufted Duck, Whitethroat, Willow Warbler, Woodpigeon. N
2 ‘\
\1/‘ AXkkkhkkkkkxkkx /‘/;\
\1/ /;\
Iy . . . )
" Crabtree Hill Report from: Colin Greenfield o
| ‘\
" Tuesday 17th June A

v Like the heroes of the Lord of the Rings, nine took part as a fellowship on a perfect summer
" night to conquer views of the one bird to rule them all, in the forest, at dusk (or something like #
, that). .

‘ We met at the carpark with our guide Simon (or Gandalf, if you prefer) and proceeded to
i~ briefly visit Woorgreens lake, via a short detour and avoiding froglets hopping across the path in
v front of us. Calling Willow Warblers, Chiffchaffs and Goldcrests were the most heard birds
around this section of the lake. 0

i We then proceeded to the perimeter of Crabtree Hill, avoiding the Highland cattle
" wandering around us, with Linnets and as always showy Stonechats on view.
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v : Unfortunately, no Tree Pipits or Garden
: Warblers (usual at this spot) could be located here as  #
we walked the path heading anticlockwise around the "
enclosure. i

A family group of 7 Mistle Thrushes were then
seen with one being chased by the local Blackbird. A
Green Woodpecker was spotted around this area high
up in a silver birch, which for those who saw it
represented the 1st one actually seen and not just
Mg S . heard for the year. Next a Garden Warbler was heard
" S ( and although Gandalf, I mean Simon readied his scope
W to see it, in usual fashion the bird dropped out of view
v just as he had the scope in place! We then walked around the N
perimeter to the top corner where Simon showed where Wood
v Warblers had been seen over the past years. Not seen tonight
" but one for note on future visits.

" Finally, we positioned ourselves on the central path with goods
" view across Crabtree Hill and waited for dusk to see our prize.
., Simon even set up the scope in readiness at a drooping branch
v of anearby tree that we joked would be ideal for the Nightjar
to perch on. A Blackbird kindly popped onto the branch for us
to get everything set up. As is the way in mid-summer, dusk
v took some time to arrive, but two distant Woodcock raised
" hopes, with a third flying directly overhead later. Then the
", familiar churring started, one, two and possibly three/ four
I, were heard around us.

|
/)

y Cadlling in turn like some birdy politeness. We walked up and
v down the path hoping to see one flying then one was spotted in the very tree Simon had set his
" scope up for, churring and moving his head from side to side before flying off into the darkness.
i, The quest was complete, it is done!l The magic and mysticism of these birds never disappoints
v and is the reason we keep coming back year after year. Colin (Aragorn) Greenfield

\ Bird List - 23 Species: Blackbird, Blackcap, Chaffinch, Chiffchaff, Dunnock, Garden Warbler, Goldcrest, Goldfinch, Green A
‘w Woodpecker, Lesser Black-backed Gull, Linnet, Long-tailed Tit, Mistle Thrush, Nightjar, Robin, Stonechat, Song Thrush, "1\
4, Stock Dove, Swift, Willow Warbler, Woodcock, Woodpigeon, Wren.
v *hkkkkkkkk \ N |

Thank you to Simon Ashley
who was able to share
photographs of this scarce
Lizard Orchid,
usually seen in Kent, but
currently flowering next
to the Old Lodge on
Minchinhampton Common.
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[ FROM OUR MAILBOX
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' Founder Member- Lionel Jones i
\‘/‘
w We have had some sad news from Julian Jones whose father Lionel, died aged 100 on 23rd |

I\
I

I,
N

May. Lionel was one of 29 people who attended the inaugural meeting of Dursley Birdwatching "

Al
\1/1 and Preservation Society on Monday 2nd March 1953 and has remained a member ever since.
From the late 1960s onwards, Lionel didn't make it o many of the field or indoor meetings,
v he always loved to attend Gerry and Phyll Hadley's BBQ held in North Nibley each summer and
, ‘take part in Neville Lusmore’s winter bird survey as well as sending in casual records and
" occasional articles. In recent years as he became frailer, he spent more time observing the i
\1) nesting habits of his garden birds, including a pair of Magpie he could see from his dining room
W window, and he submitted a few articles about their behaviour.
¥ Julian was inspired by his father to get involved in nature conservation and he ended up
v working for the Wildlife Trust (mostly in Wales) for 22 years. For many years he was a DBWPS k)
v member along with Lionel but eventually dropped off the list when he moved away from the /‘:;\
Dursley area in the late 1990s. Julian is planning to carry on Lionel's membership which has "

v already been running for 72 years! A

I,
| /N
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Stroud Valleys Dipper Survey ‘

=
<

" Note from Editor - I received information re the Stroud Dipper Monitoring Project a while ago,
' but time and space (and memory) didn& allow for publication in an earlier Bulletin. I think it may
I be too late to sign up now, but perhaps next year members may like to be involved.
V' The contact is: Dr Mark O&onnell moconnell@glos.ac.uk i

Y A total of 49 people have come forward as surveyors so far. i

| A total of 28 of these have been allocated sections, with 21 in the process of choosing ‘
W where they would like to go.

L | The average number of sections per surveyor is 2.8 (range 1 to 6). A
v Tl A few sections are being covered by more than one person - this is fine :

Vo There are 58 individual sections being surveyed; this equates to 18 miles of the river !l This
: will get even better as people finalise their section choices. 0

I,
| N

| So far about 10 Dipper nest boxes have been placed across the catchment area. A

W "
! *khkkkhkkkkxk |
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v Thank you to Dot Jones, Colin Greenfield and Simon Ashley for their contributions this A
V% . . . . |
', month. Its quite a slim bulletin for July, if you want to see more, you need to share more! o
| /PN
% N
v Please think about sharing any items of news you have, or birds you have seen - Send any ,;\‘
\1" articles or photographs for the next bulletin by 15™ of the month to me by email. A
i /;\
\1" caroline.sandrey@gmail.com or by post to me at the address below. CMS AN
\1,‘ Kk kAR KAAKK /‘:}\
% N
! [ 6LOUCESTERSHIRE BIRDING HIGHLIGHTS ]
Al I

| /‘\
I\ . . . . . . |
', You can refer to the Gloster Birder web site for up to date bird sightings in the county. Please "
v enter your sightings at https://theglosterbirder.co.uk i
" Do let us know of anything rare or unusual you see. A
\1" Fode oKk Kk ko N
W /;\
Ay N
" [ COMMITTEE MEETING
\1/‘ ‘/;\
% N
v Committee members, please note the next committee meeting will be held on 22nd July °,
\CV at: 2 Hanover Lodge, Hunters Way, Stroud 6L5 4UH on 22nd July at 1900 hrs. "
‘\}/ K 3k 3k %k % ok ok ok ok k /;\‘\
\1/ /;\
\% N
[ DURSLEY PET SHOP }
\% I

| /PN
\b/ Remember, if you show your membership card in the Dursley Pet Shop you will be entitled a
| /‘\
v to a 10% discount on a wide range of gardening items sold. A
% N
W Kk kkkkhkkk ‘/{\
Al I

| /‘\
‘1" Dursley Birdwatching and Preservation Society - Officers & Committee 2025-2026 N
W /;\
% "
% Chair Dot Jones dorothy.jones3@me.com 07478 662363 /;\‘
\1:‘/ Vice Chair Amanda Sultan-Black amanda.sultanblack@gmail.com 07419 843042 ‘/;\
| /PN
¥ | Treasurer Mike Tranter mike.tranter22 @gmail.com 07421 102412 A
\% I

| /‘\
\1\/‘/ Secretary 2 Victoria Villas, Spillmans Patch, ";\
., | Outdoor programme Simon Ashley Stroud 6L5 3LU 07825 668389 "
| . . /‘\
‘\1/ IT & Communications simonashley65@gmail.com A
‘\1/ Indoor Programme Rebecca Paisey crazypaisey@hotmail.com 01453 811408 /;i‘\
Ay I
| . /N
W Membership Secretary 15 Spey Close, Thornbury, A
\1" Bulletin Editor Caroline Sandrey Bristol BS35 2NR 07972 125959 N
A/ ; ; i
J [ Bulletin Distribution caroline.sandrey@gmail.com \/;\
\d/ General Committee Peter Steele, Ken Cservenka, Colin Greenfield ’;\‘
I N
\‘:l/ /;;{\
W @ Secretsarmvo:nashlev65@g.iWWW:.odanps.org.u,;\k
% |
I N
[ : : |
V »w Dursl eyBirds Dursl eyBirds i
W kd @ y li y ‘,;\
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