
Dursley Birdwatching and Preservation Society (Founded: 1953) Page 1 

DURSLEY BIRDWATCHING AND PRESERVATION SOCIETY 

 

   JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2026 

CHIT CHAT FROM THE CHAIR  

 By the time you receive this March will be fast approaching and the 23rd is the date of our 

AGM. As usual the whole committee will be standing down and all positions will be available to any  

members of the society who feels they would like to take on one of the following roles: 

Chair 

Vice Chair 

Treasurer 

Secretary 

Indoor Meeting Programme organiser 

Outdoor Event organiser 

Membership Secretary 

Bulletin Editor 

Committee member x 3 

 The voting/proposal forms will be included in the next bulletin, which will be issued by the 

end of February. Please do consider coming on to the committee.  

 On a sad note, we recently lost a long-term member in Peter Steele, just before Christmas. 

He was a member of 30 years and served on the committee for several of those. He will be sadly 

missed. I attended his funeral on the 9th January, which was conducted by his daughter Rachel 

with tributes from son Mathew and grandchildren. He was a devoted family man who loved the  

outdoors and taking long walks. His other interests apart from bird watching were jazz music and 

chemistry; he was an accomplished clarinetist who had a fondness in his younger days, of creating 

explosions in the garden. Above all he was a lovely gentle person and a gentleman. RIP Peter. 

 My plant of the month is the Winter Flowering Honeysuckle 

 – Lonicera fragrantissima. With its tiny white flowers, this shrub gives 

off a lovely fresh lemony scent which brightens up a dismal winter’s day. 

        ********** 
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INDOOR MEETING DATES 2025/2026  
Indoor meetings take place at Dursley Community Centre, Rednock Drive, GL11 4BX 

 

26th January ~ 7.30 pm       Speaker: Dr. Mark O`Connell 

 Dr O‘Connell will be talking to us about the work of the Stroud Valleys Dipper Project. The 

five valleys hold an important and unusual population of the European Dipper. A species that is on 

the Amber list and has declined by 39 percent since 1995. 
 

23rd February ~ 1.45pm       Speaker: Andrew Bluett 

 Andrew is s a well known speaker to our club on a variety of birds, wildlife and other topics. 

He has a new and exciting talk for us in 2026. Further details will follow. 
 

23rd March 7.30pm ~ AGM  - Annual AGM with updates on grant projects. 

********** 
 

FORTHCOMING FIELD TRIPS 

Sunday 8th February Somerset Levels and Starling Roost Leader: Amanda Sultan-Black 

 Get ready for a spectacular natural event!  We’re headed to RSPB Ham Wall in the Somerset  
Levels, one of the best places in the country to witness the breathtaking winter starling  
murmurations. We have planned our visit for early February to maximise our chances of seeing this 
incredible aerial display. If our timing is right, we could be treated to the sight of hundreds of 
thousands of starlings performing their mesmerising "ballet" as they come in to roost. 
 
  That’s not all! We'll spend the early afternoon exploring other parts of the reserve, where we 
will have a good chance of spotting and hearing the elusive bittern. The reserve is also a haven for a 
wide variety of wintering ducks and waders. We’ll keep a lookout for predators like Marsh  
Harriers and Peregrines that are often seen marauding the skies. 
 
  To make the day even better, we've booked a table for a delicious, great-value Sunday roast 
at the Ring of Bells in Moorlinch at 12:00 pm. 
  
 What could be a better way to spend a winter day? We will coordinate lifts and lunch orders 
through our WhatsApp group.  
 
Sunday 22nd February Oldbury on Severn    Leader: Dot Jones 

 With its hulking frame of a decommissioned nuclear power station, it may not sound like the 
best place for a birdwatching trip, but appearances can be deceptive.  Its location on the banks of 
the Severn estuary and the return of parts of the site to nature make it a great place to visit. 
 
In February, you can expect to see a variety of bird species. 
 

• Waders and Waterfowl: The expansive mudflats exposed at low tide are a major draw for 
many species. Look for Shelduck, Redshank, and Lapwing, which are often seen on the reserve.  
Little Grebe can also be found here. 
 

• Raptors: The pylons and the old reactor towers are excellent vantage points for spotting birds 
of prey. Peregrine Falcons are known to use these structures. We might also be lucky enough to see 
Goshawks, Red Kites, and other raptors in the area. Ravens are also a common sight around the  
pylons. 
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FORTHCOMING FIELD TRIPS  

It’s Time to Plan Our Next Adventures! 

 It’s that time of year again! I’ve started planning our field trips for the upcoming year, and I 
want to make sure they’re packed with places you’re excited to explore. If you’ve been with us for 
a while, you’ll know we aim to run two trips each month, one to a local spot, typically  
Gloucestershire or a surrounding county and another that’s a bit more of an adventure. 

 This club is for you, by you. That means we want to go to the places you would like to visit. To 
really make that happen, I need your ideas! I’ve put together a short survey to gather your 
thoughts. Please take a few minutes to fill it out and let us know what you’re thinking. 

 Complete the Survey here! https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2C8VBYL  If the link doesn’t 
work copy and paste the address into your browser. 

 Is there somewhere you’ve always wanted to explore? A hidden gem you think others would 
love? Please, add it to the survey! We’re looking for all kinds of suggestions, from the well-known 
reserves to those off-the-beaten-path locations. 

Have You Ever Thought About Leading a Trip? 

 We would also love for more of you to get involved in leading trips. It’s a fantastic way to 
share your passion and knowledge with the group. Maybe there’s a place you know and love that you 
could show off, or perhaps you’d just like to lead a trip to somewhere new for everyone. 

 Leading a trip isn’t as daunting as it might sound, and it’s a huge help in keeping our club  
vibrant and exciting. If you are interested, or even just a little curious, please let us know in the 
survey.   

                        Simon Ashley. 

********** 

Sunday 22nd February Oldbury on Severn continued 
 

• Other Species: Over 100 species of birds have been recorded at the site, a regular visitor in 
the winter is the Black Redstart, often spotted amongst the abandoned buildings.  And you never 
know – a couple of years ago, an Alpine swift used the cooling towers as a roosting spot for 3 days. 
   
 This will be a self-drive/lift-share – logistics via our WhatsApp group.  Meet in the carpark 

at 9:30am. A flat walk, paths can be muddy at this time of year – so stout boots, waterproofs and 

warm clothing are a must.  

 

Sunday 8th March River Frome, Stroud     Leader: Simon Ashley 

Sunday 29th March Portland Bill       Leader: Simon Ashley 

Sunday 12th April Cleeve Hill       Leader: Arthur Ball 

Sunday 26th April Coombe Hill Meadows    Leader:   tbc 

********** 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2C8VBYL
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TRIP REPORTS 

Sunday 4th January Frampton in Winter     Report from: Mike Tranter 

 A very cold but bright early morning saw 14 hardy members and guide tear themselves away 

from their beds for a walk around the lakes at Frampton on Severn, as ever led by Nick, the local 

expert. It was especially nice to meet some of our recent new members - Kevin, Becky, Elle and 

George – welcome to the Dursley Birders! 

 We started at the Sailing Lake with Coot, Tufted ducks swimming in the small patch that  

remained unfrozen. On the ice was a large roost of gulls (Black-headed with a few Common and  

Herring) and unusually, a flock of Lapwing. We headed off anti-clockwise in the hope of finding a 

Yellow-browed warbler, but unfortunately it appears to have moved on. Who can blame it with such 

a cold spell. This side of the lake gave us better views of the lake, with the sun behind us. Gadwall, 

Pochard and Great-crested grebe all present, and looking away from the lakes into the fields, a few 

Stonechats and Meadow pipits. 

 Walking through the woodland and scrub to the east of the lakes we picked up a wide variety 

of birds typical of the habitat including Siskin, Redwing, Nuthatch, Treecreeper and a pair of very 

close Goldcrest, apparently oblivious to our presence. 

 Our final stretch was the walk along Court Lake where there was a group of Cattle Egret by 

the sheep near Frampton Court House and in the remaining ice-free part of the lake, in amongst the 

coot we found 3 Little Grebe and a drake Goldeneye. 

This completed a thoroughly enjoyable morning, giving all our year lists an early January boost. 
 

Bird List (compiled by Dot) Shoveler, Gadwall, Wigeon, Mallard, Teal, Pochard, Tufted Duck, Goldeneye, Moorhen, 

Coot, Lapwing, Curlew, Black-headed Gull, Common Gull, Herring Gull, Lesser Black-backed Gull, Little Grebe, Great Crested 

Grebe, Cormorant, Cattle Egret, Heron, Sparrowhawk, Buzzard, Magpie, Jackdaw, Rook, Carrion Crow, Coat Tit, Blue Tit, Great 

Tit, Long-tailed Tit, Blackcap, Goldcrest, Nuthatch, Treecreeper, Wren, Starling, Mistle Thrush, Song Thrush, Redwing, Black-

bird, Fieldfare, Stonechat, Robin, Pied Wagtail, Meadow Pipit, Chaffinch, Linnet, Goldfinch, Siskin and Reed Bunting. 
 

********** 

© Freddie Harrison    

Spotted from the Kingfisher Hide 
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Frome Valley Dipper Survey Talk     Report from: Colin Greenfield 20/11/25 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Around 40+ people attended, the Frome Valley Dipper Survey Talk by Dr Mark O’Connell at 

Stroud Brewery on 19th November 2025. Including students working with Dr. Mark O’Connell as 

well as previous colleagues from other societies and organisations, such as Gloucester Wildlife 

Trust and the Environment Agency and a few of our DBWPS members to boot. 

 Dr. Mark provided a background to the pilot year of the Dipper survey as well as plans to 

evolve the project into 2026 and beyond. 

 Some interesting facts were presented. There are 5 main species of Dipper in the world, 

with our White-Fronted Dipper currently set as Amber listed with around 7000 pairs over a range 

that spreads across Europe, into Asia towards China but the range being interspersed over these 

regions. Within the UK the population has a similar interspersed range which is key to the reason 

for the Frome valley being chosen for the survey, as it is on the edge of the birds’ range across 

the west of England, leading into Wales. 

 Dippers are also a key bio-indicator that can provide valuable information on the quality of 

the water system. Where the river Frome is experiencing a lot of change at this time. Dippers 

have also undergone a large population crash over the last decade. 

 This year’s survey that begun as a breeding season survey extended to the end of the year. 

The 2026 survey aims to start in January and run throughout the year. It is hoped that volunteers 

will also survey areas of the Frome catchment that were not undertaken in 2025. 

 Dippers have also started to be ringed which will again help with the study, if you see a  

Dipper in the area, ringed or not, it is worth reporting them to the survey. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  In 2026 if you want to participate in this worthwhile study, please see the link below for  
further information, or come along to the talk Dr O’Connell is providing to the club on 26th January.  

Stroud Valleys Dipper Project 

********** 

©.Goodall 

Photograph taken on one of my spring survey visits. 

© Colin Greenfield 

https://stroudvalley.co.uk/
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PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL CHANGES 

Why We Are Proposing to Convert to a Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO)  

At the next Annual General Meeting (AGM), members will be asked to consider a resolution for our charity 
to convert from its current unincorporated form into a Charitable Incorporated  
Organisation (CIO). This article explains why the committee believes this is a positive and sensible step, and 
just as importantly - why it will have little to no practical impact on members’  
day-to-day involvement in the charity. 

What is a CIO? 

 A CIO is a legal structure designed specifically for charities in England and Wales. It is regulated by 
the Charity Commission, just as we are now, but it also has its own legal personality. This means the charity 
can enter into contracts, hold property, and manage its affairs in its own name, rather than through  
individual trustees. 

No real change for members 

For most members, this change will be largely invisible. 

• Our charitable purposes will stay exactly the same. 

• Membership rights, subscriptions, meetings, and activities will continue as they do now. 

• The way the charity operates in practice - events, talks, publications, and community  
engagement - will not change. 

 
 In short, if you are a member who enjoys what the society does and how it does it, you should not  
notice any disruption or loss of involvement as a result of the conversion. Reducing personal risk and  
removing barriers to service. 

 One of the most important benefits of becoming a CIO is that it removes personal liability from  
committee members and trustees. Under our current unincorporated structure, committee members can, in  
theory, be personally responsible for the charity’s debts or contractual obligations. While this risk is usually 
low, it is real - and it can deter capable and willing members from standing for committee roles. 

 As a CIO, liability sits with the organisation itself, not with the individuals who volunteer to run it, and 
such individuals would not be liable for the value of any liability in excess of the society’s  
assets. This provides reassurance and protection for those who give their time and expertise, and it  
removes a significant barrier to members serving on the committee. We believe this will make it easier to 
recruit and retain committee members in the future, strengthening the charity for the long term. 

Other benefits for the society 

Conversion to a CIO also brings wider benefits: 

• Clarity and credibility: A CIO is a well-understood and respected charity structure, often preferred 
by funders, landlords, and partners. 

•  Continuity: The organisation can enter into agreements in its own name, without needing to change  
signatories when committee members change. 

 
The AGM resolution 
 Because this is an important constitutional step, the conversion will be put to members as a formal  
resolution at the next AGM. Members will have the opportunity to ask questions, discuss the proposal, and 
ultimately vote on whether the charity should proceed with the conversion. 
The committee’s view is that becoming a CIO is a prudent, modernisation step that protects volunteers, 
strengthens the society, and positions us well for the future - while leaving the experience of membership 
essentially unchanged. 
 
 We encourage all members to read the AGM papers carefully and to take part in the discussion and 
decision at the AGM. 

********** 
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FROM OUR MEMBERS 

Looking up into the trees, while carrying 
out his BTO Winter bird survey, Colin 
Greenfield spotted 30+ Crossbills and a 
Great White Egret in the Heronry at 
Woodchester Park. 

With eyes on the sky, Simon was the first to spot the Aurora 
Borealis over Stroud on 19th January. 

Others were quick to look out and were able to take fantastic 
photographs from Dursley and Saul. 

Rebecca Lansdown shared her photo  
 of the rare Eastern Black Redstart  

a visitor in Norfolk. 

Roberta in Saul 

Simon in Stroud 
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GLOUCESTERSHIRE BIRDING HIGHLIGHTS 

You can refer to the Gloster Birder web site for up to date bird sightings in the county. Please enter your 

sightings at  https://theglosterbirder.co.uk  

Do let us know of anything rare or unusual you see. 

                                                                    ********* 

SOCIETY INFORMATION 

 Secretary: simonashley65@gmail.com                                                                                                

 DBWPS – Gloucestershire's friendly bird club  

  

Dursley Birdwatching and Preservation Society – Officers & Committee 03/2025-03/2026 

  

Chair Dot Jones dorothy.jones3@me.com  07478 662363 

Vice Chair Amanda Sultan-Black amanda.sultanblack@gmail.com  07419 843042 

Treasurer Mike Tranter mike.tranter22@gmail.com  07421 102412  

Secretary   

Simon Ashley 

  

2 Victoria Villas, Spillmans Patch,  
Stroud  GL5 3LU 

simonashley65@gmail.com 

07825 668389 Outdoor programme 

IT & Communications 

Indoor Programme    

Membership Secretary 

Caroline Sandrey  

15 Spey Close, Thornbury,  
Bristol BS35 2NR 

caroline.sandrey@gmail.com   

07972 125959   Bulletin Editor 

Bulletin Distribution 

General Committee                   Ken Cservenka, Colin Greenfield 

Dursley Pet Shop  
Remember, if you show your membership card 

in the Dursley Pet Shop you will be entitled to a 

10% discount on a wide range of gardening 

items sold in the shop such as seeds and bulbs 

etc., as well as the usual discount received on 

bird related items.  

********** 

Indoor meetings take place at  

Dursley Community Centre GL11 4BX 

Thank you  

To Dot Jones, Simon Ashley, Mike Tranter,  

Colin Greenfield, Roberta Goodall, Freddie  

Harrison and Rebecca Lansdown for their  

contributions this month. 

********** 

https://theglosterbirder.co.uk
mailto:simonashley65@gmail.com
https://dbwps.org
mailto:dorothy.jones3@me.com
mailto:amanda.sultanblack@gmail.com
mailto:mike.tranter22@gmail.com
mailto:simonashley65@gmail.com
mailto:caroline.sandrey@gmail.com

